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**PLEASE READ BEFORE REGISTERING. ** 

Pre-registration for each session is required.  

PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

  

1. Review all of the session workshops on the brochure prior to registering 

online. 

2. Go to the Early Learning Coalition website at:  www.elcpinellas.net/trainings 

3. You will choose one class for each of the two breakout sessions.  

4. Login using your last name and email address. If you have never registered 

using our system, you will need to create an account, by clicking “create 

login”.  

5. Follow registration instructions listed on each page.  

6. Make sure the choices you select are what you want to take...no changes can 

be made once you select them. 

7. Submit payment method. 

8. You will receive an email confirming registration and details.  Please print out 

your confirmation e-mail and bring it with you to the conference 

  

Schedule 

Registration 

7:30am-8:00am 

Welcome/Announcements 

8:00am – 8:15am 

Keynote 

8:15am – 9:45am 

Breakout Session A 

10:00am – 11:45pm 

Lunch 

11:45am – 12:45pm 

Breakout Session B 

12:45pm – 2:30pm 

 

http://elcpinellas.net/trainings/


KEYNOTE 
8:15am – 9:45am 

 

Sensory Integration for Birth to 3 years 

Paula Tarver, OTR/L, The Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services  

With 1 in 6 children having some sort of sensory processing impairment that 

leads to developmental delays, learning problems, and severe behavioral 

challenges, it is imperative that teachers and caregivers learn how to promote 

sensory processing skills for the children in their care. Paula Tarver is a pediatric 

occupational therapist with over 20 years’ experience. She is a therapist for the 

Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services and co-author of Advance My Baby – 

“The Ultimate Secrets of Healthy Development for Your Baby – Birth to 3 years. 

 

SESSION A 
10:00am – 11:45pm 

 

A-1 Tappin’ Those Tiny Toes 

Tamara Mullholand, BA, Licensed "Music with Mar" Instructor  

Toddlers enjoy music, too; but they have special needs. Many times materials 

are too old for them. This workshop will present developmentally appropriate 

activities and materials for toddlers as well as educate participants on their value 

in development. 

 

A-2: The Use of Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health 

Consultation in Infant and Toddler Care 

Lisa Negrini, LCSW, USFSP Family Study Center 

Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation is a prevention-based service that 

pairs a mental health consultant with providers and families in infant and young children 

early care settings. The aim is to build adults’ capacity to strengthen and support the 

healthy social and emotional development of infant and toddlers―early and before 
intervention is needed. Participants will learn how to use I/ECMHC to support their work 

and manage young children’s social-emotional and behavioral challenges. Participants 

in this session will understand  what Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation 

is and what their role in advocating for and using I/ECMHC in their child care setting 

serving young children and families to foster and  facilitate higher quality, trauma-

informed, family centered and infant-family mental health aware services and supports. 



 

A-3 What to Look at When Assessing Children for Mental Health 

Issues 

Lesley Norris, LMHC and Shari Iovini, LCSW, Suncoast Center, Inc. 

 
When assessing children we have to look at not only the behaviors they are 

displaying but take into account where the behaviors may be coming from. We want 

to assess how we are looking at the behaviors and what meaning we are giving 

them. What behaviors we may be observing can be environmental, chemical, or a 

combination of the two. What looks like Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder can 

be Trauma.  We will explore some of these behaviors as well as what we can look 

for besides the obvious. We also want to engage the family in this process. 

 

 

A-4 Introduction to Talk With Me Baby 

Jenn Faber, BS, Florida Children's Council 

‘Intro to Talk With Me Baby’ offers an overview of Language Nutrition™ which is 

defined as the use of language, beginning before birth and continuing throughout 

childhood that is sufficiently rich in engagement, quality, quantity, and context that it 

nourishes the child socially, neurologically, and linguistically. This 

presentation  provides vital information on the science behind Language Nutrition, 

cultivates the skills needed by early childhood educators and providers to model and 

effectively communicate Language Nutrition messages and practice to families, and 

supports parents and caregivers as a child’s first and best teachers. Attendees will 

leave equipped to coach parents on the how and why of early language exposure. 

 

 

A-5 BB - Q; Baby Ques, A Child's First Language 

Ana Gonzalez, MS, Office of Early Learning 

Babies communicate from the moment they are born. They use nonverbal cues 
(body movements and noises) to interact with their caregivers.  A caregiver’s 
ability to decode these cues is an essential part of the attachment relationship 
and infant development. In this workshop participants will distinguish babies’ 
cues (engagement, disengagement and clustered cues), and identify various 
ways of responding. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

A-6: Up-Cycling: Taking Your Trash to the Magical Land of 
Learning 

Adrienne Donaldson, B.S., Jitta Bug Professional Development 

Do you have shoe boxes? Broken crayons? Or unused sales papers? This 
hands-on training will show you how to turn trash to golden tools to use for 
teaching. Providers and educators will learn and explore why using trash can be 
helpful. They will also explore ways to turn trash items into useful tool to use for 
teaching and play. 

 

 

A-7 Our History, Our Lessons: Action Learning and Communities 
of Practice 

Kayla Nembhard, MSW, LMHC and Dana Roberts, BSC, MA, USFSP Family 
Study Center 
 

Explore simple, quick, and interesting ways to connect with fellow Early 

Childhood Educators to enhance your skills and align with our ECE community to 

inspire and impact necessary change in the field. We all want to develop 

ourselves professionally, but everything gets in the way, especially when there is 

not much appreciation and acknowledgment for the meaningful work we do. We 

will share our strengths as professionals and build on these skills toward 

continued self-directed reflective practice. We will also discuss action-oriented 

interventions that promote psychological wellbeing for ourselves and our children 

while also demanding improvements in the field. 

 

 

A-8 Take the Bite Out of Biting  

Angela Loring, M.Ed., Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County  

Biting is a hot topic.  When children bite or are bitten, it affects us emotionally. 
There are many perspectives to consider in crafting a plan of action to address 
the issue. This workshop will help providers understand these various 
perspectives on biting.  Participants will also learn the many reasons why infants 
and toddlers bite and a variety of replacement skills we can show them. 
 

 

 

 



A-9 My Brain First, Then Your Brain 

Jacki Carter Malone, LCSW, ACSW; Infant Family Therapist, USFSP, Family 

Study Center  

This workshop will provide a brief overview of brain science and how it relates to 

emotional regulation, behaviors and engagement in learning. Reflective practice 

will be linked to learning how to manage one’s own emotions prior to assisting a 

child in managing their own.  Practical and user friendly techniques will be 

presented that can be used in any situation. 

 

 

A-10 How to Make Your Classroom “Sensory Friendly” 

Paula Tarver, OTR/L, Florida Elks Children’s Therapy Services  

In this breakout session, you will learn how to set up your classroom to help 

promote healthy sensory processing skills for academic success and help 

decrease sensory challenges that lead to learning and behavioral challenges. 

 

 

***Lunch Break*** 

 
11:45am – 12:45pm 

 

Jersey Mike’s will provide a bagged lunch.  All lunches come with include a sub, 
chips, and cookie.  Bottled water and sweet tea will also be available. Please 
choose from the following sandwiches: 

 

 

Turkey Sub 

Ham Sub 

Veggie Sub 

 



SESSION B 
12:45pm – 2:30pm 

 

 

B-1 Tappin’ Those Tiny Toes 

Tamara Mullholand, BA, Licensed "Music with Mar" Instructor  

Toddlers enjoy music, too; but they have special needs. Many times materials 

are too old for them. This workshop will present developmentally appropriate 

activities and materials for toddlers as well as educate participants on their value 

in development. 

 

 

B-2: The Use of Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health 

Consultation in Infant and Toddler Care 

Lisa Negrini, LCSW, USFSP Family Study Center 

Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation is a prevention-based service that 

pairs a mental health consultant with providers and families in infant and young children 

early care settings. The aim is to build adults’ capacity to strengthen and support the 

healthy social and emotional development of infant and toddlers―early and before 
intervention is needed. Participants will learn how to use I/ECMHC to support their work 

and manage young children’s social-emotional and behavioral challenges. Participants 

in this session will understand  what Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation 

is and what their role in advocating for and using I/ECMHC in their child care setting 

serving young children and families to foster and  facilitate higher quality, trauma-

informed, family centered and infant-family mental health aware services and supports. 

. 

B-3 What to Look at When Assessing Children for Mental Health 

Issues 

Lesley Norris, LMHC and Shari Iovini, LCSW, Suncoast Center, Inc. 

 
When assessing children we have to look at not only the behaviors they are 

displaying but take into account where the behaviors may be coming from. We want 

to assess how we are looking at the behaviors and what meaning we are giving 

them. What behaviors we may be observing can be environmental, chemical, or a 

combination of the two. What looks like Attention Deficit Hyperactive Disorder can 

be Trauma.  We will explore some of these behaviors as well as what we can look 

for besides the obvious. We also want to engage the family in this process. 

 



 

B-4 Introduction to Talk With Me Baby 

Jenn Faber, BS, Florida Children's Council 

‘Intro to Talk With Me Baby’ offers an overview of Language Nutrition™ which is 

defined as the use of language, beginning before birth and continuing throughout 

childhood that is sufficiently rich in engagement, quality, quantity, and context that it 

nourishes the child socially, neurologically, and linguistically. This 

presentation  provides vital information on the science behind Language Nutrition, 

cultivates the skills needed by early childhood educators and providers to model and 

effectively communicate Language Nutrition messages and practice to families, and 

supports parents and caregivers as a child’s first and best teachers. Attendees will 

leave equipped to coach parents on the how and why of early language exposure. 

 

 

B-5 BB - Q; Baby Ques, A Child's First Language 

Ana Gonzalez, MS, Office of Early Learning 

Babies communicate from the moment they are born. They use nonverbal cues 
(body movements and noises) to interact with their caregivers.  A caregiver’s 
ability to decode these cues is an essential part of the attachment relationship 
and infant development. In this workshop participants will distinguish babies’ 
cues (engagement, disengagement and clustered cues), and identify various 
ways of responding. 

 

 

B-6: Up-Cycling: Taking Your Trash to the Magical Land of 

Learning 

Adrienne Donaldson, B.S., Jitta Bug Professional Development 

Do you have shoe boxes? Broken crayons? Or unused sales papers? This 

hands-on training will show you how to turn trash to golden tools to use for 

teaching. Providers and educators will learn and explore why using trash can be 

helpful. They will also explore ways to turn trash items into useful tool to use for 

teaching and play. 

 

 

 

ffffff 
 



 

 

B-7 Our History, Our Lessons: Action Learning and Communities 
of Practice 

Kayla Nembhard, MSW, LMHC and Dana Roberts, BSC, MA, USFSP Family Study 
Center 
 
Explore simple, quick, and interesting ways to connect with fellow Early Childhood 

Educators to enhance your skills and align with our ECE community to inspire and 

impact necessary change in the field. We all want to develop ourselves 

professionally, but everything gets in the way, especially when there is not much 

appreciation and acknowledgment for the meaningful work we do. We will share our 

strengths as professionals and build on these skills toward continued self-directed 

reflective practice. We will also discuss action-oriented interventions that promote 

psychological wellbeing for ourselves and our children while also demanding 

improvements in the field. 

 

 

B-8 Take the Bite Out of Biting  

Angela Loring, M.Ed., Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County  

Biting is a hot topic.  When children bite or are bitten, it affects us emotionally. 
There are many perspectives to consider in crafting a plan of action to address 
the issue. This workshop will help providers understand these various 
perspectives on biting.  Participants will also learn the many reasons why infants 
and toddlers bite and a variety of replacement skills we can show them. 
 

 

 

B-9 My Brain First, Then Your Brain 

Jacki Carter Malone, LCSW, ACSW; Infant Family Therapist, USFSP, Family 

Study Center  

This workshop will provide a brief overview of brain science and how it relates to 

emotional regulation, behaviors and engagement in learning. Reflective practice 

will be linked to learning how to manage one’s own emotions prior to assisting a 

child in managing their own.  Practical and user friendly techniques will be 

presented that can be used in any situation. 
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Please be sure to save the date for our  

Annual Early Care and Education Conference. 

It will feature Dr. Barbara Sorrels as  

the Keynote speaker and will be held on  

January 19th, 2019 at St. Petersburg College,  

Clearwater Campus 
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