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Opening Keynote Speaker 

Dr. Jean Feldman 

 

Dr. Jean Feldman’s noteworthy educational career has spanned 
more than 40 years. She has served as a classroom teacher,      
instructor of adults, author, and consultant. She is a member of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, the  
National Kindergarten Alliance, and the International Reading  
Association. Dr. Feldman’s list of degrees include a B.A. from the 
University of Georgia, a D.A.S.T. from Emory University, and both 
M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from Georgia State University. Dr.  
Feldman inspires teachers across the country with her engaging 
songs and creative activities that help make teaching and learning 
FUN! Among Dr. Jean’s many accomplishments is the authorship 
of several books. 
 

 



 Matt Welch, Marriage & Family  
Therapist, M.A., LMFT 

 

I believe that all of us have the power to make choices that will   
improve our lives immediately. I encourage clients to focus on what 
they have control of, rather than what they do not. I encourage and 
practice a cooperative approach to marriage, parenting and life. I 
work with individuals, couples, families, and kids of all ages and 
circumstances. I have extensive experience in helping with school 
related issues and advocating for families regarding these        
concerns. I also enjoy working with athletes and helping them im-
prove their "mental game." My style is non-traditional, fun, and 
very real. I look forward to meeting you!  

 

Closing Keynote Speaker 

C  



Schedule: 
 
 

Registration: 7:30 am - 8:00 am  
Announcements & Keynote: 8:00 am - 9:45 am  

Session A: 10:00 am - 11:30 am 
Lunch: 11:30 am - 12:45 pm  

Session B: 12:45 pm - 2:15 pm 
Closing Keynote: 2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 

 
MUST READ! 

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

 
This Conference is intended for Teachers, Directors and other  

Educators who work with young children 

 

Breakout sessions are designed for educators who work with: 

 

*IT = Infants & Toddlers age (0-2) 

*EC = Early Childhood age (3-5) 

*INC = Inclusion 

*DIR = Directors 

 
Please Note: 

Refer to the abbreviated target audience code (ie “IT”) listed next to each workshop 

description to ensure you are attending a workshop that best suits your needs. 

 
All attendees will participate in breakout sessions A and B, as well as hear our fabulous 

opening and closing keynote speakers. 

 

We will be partnering with the Florida Association for the Education of Young Children (FLAEYC) to provide 
online CEUs for this year’s conference. Participants are eligible to purchase .6 Early Childhood CEUs through 
FLAEYC’s online system. There is no need to pre-pay. All CEU payments will go directly to FLAEYC. CEUs can 
be purchased up to 14 days following conference. The estimated cost for conference CEU’s is $29.00 
 
Information on CEUs will be included in your conference folder on the day of the conference. For information 
prior to the conference date, please contact Catrenia Wilson-Paul at cwilson-paul@elcpinellas.net 

mailto:cwilson-paul@elcpinellas.net


Registration 
Conference Fee $25.00 

 
**PLEASE READ BEFORE REGISTERING** 

 
Pre-registration for each session is required.  

PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

1. Review all of the Session workshops on the brochure prior  to registering 
      online. 
 

    2. Registration opens on Friday, December 15th at 8:00 am 

 
 3. You may register by clicking:  HERE or at the Early Learning Coalition website 

   at:  www.elcpinellas.net/trainings 

 

4. You will choose one class for each of the two breakout sessions. 
 

Areas of interest include: 
 

IT-Infant/Toddler 

INC-Inclusion 
EC– Early Childhood 

DIR-Directors 
 
5. Follow the steps to register using your last name and email 
 

6. Follow registration instructions listed on each page 
 

7. Make sure the sessions you select are what you want to attend.   

No changes can be made once you select them. 

8. Submit payment:  (Visa or Mastercard only). 

9. You will receive an email confirming your registration and details. 
 

10. Please print out your confirmation e-mail and bring it with you to the 
conference. 
 
 

 

Seating is limited. Pre-registration is required 

No admittance after 8:15 am 

https://app.certain.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x2708926abcd
http://www.elcpinellas.net/


Opening Keynote 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

Kids Just Wanna Have Fun! (And teachers do, too!) 
 

Join Dr. Jean and discover that it’s all right to have a good time as you learn!  You’ll sing, dance, cheer, and 
remember how much FUN teaching can be!   Highlights will include: 
 

• practical applications from brain research 

• songs to nurture skills and standards 

• movement activities to release wiggles 

• how to engage children’s attention 

• ideas to celebrate every child every day 
 
 

***Session A*** 
 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 
 
A-1: Transition Tips and Tricks - EC/ INC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Dr. Jean Feldman, Teacher, Instructor of Adults, Author, Consultant, Recording Artist 
 
Transitions are all those “in between” times when things tend to get out of control.  This workshop will present positive 
ways to focus children’s attention with songs, finger plays, props, and games.  Ideas for circle time, clean up, focusing 
children’s attention, and releasing wiggles will be addressed.  Highlights will include: 

 
• Circle time songs and learning activities 
• Chants and tunes for guiding children 
• Hocus pocus focus 
• Rhymes and finger plays to develop phonemic awareness 
• Recall activities to end your day 

 
 
 
 

A-2: Supporting Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood 
Classrooms - EC/ INC 
 
Presented by: Christine M. Davis, Pre-K Behavior Specialist, Pinellas County Schools   
 
Teaching children social and emotional skills during their early childhood years is critical for success later in 
school as well as in life.  This training will guide teachers on how to proactively teach young children to manage 
their relationships and environment by teaching social and emotional skills.  Teachers will be given a variety of 
strategies and interventions to support students with challenging behaviors to make progress in their 
independence and self-regulation skills.



A-3: Talk with Me Baby - IT 
 
Presented by: Jenn Faber 
 

Join us for Introduction to ‘Talk With Me Baby’ - an overview of TWMB’s Language Nutrition™ research, materials 
and free online training modules.  This presentation will provide vital information on the science behind Language 
Nutrition, cultivate the skills needed by early childhood educators and providers to model and effectively 
communicate Language Nutrition messages and practice to families, and support parents and caregivers as a 
child’s first and best teachers. Attendees will leave equipped to coach parents on the how and why of early 
language exposure. 
 
 

A-4: Transition to Kindergarten: Team Up with Preschool 
Kindergarten - EC/DIR 
 
Presented by: Gail Ramsdell, Pinellas County Schools 
 

Participants will learn about the work of the Preschool Kindergarten Partnership (PKP) and how PKP can support 
the transition of their students to kindergarten.  Information will be shared regarding the Preschool Kindergarten 
Partnership Information Form as well as activities for successful transition activities. 
 
 

 

A-5: Motivating Millennials - DIR 
 
Presented by: Juelie Perry, Inspire to Impact Consulting & TLC Preschool of Sebastian  
 
“They are entitled, selfish, lazy 20’somethings!” On the Contrary! Millennials are ready to work! Here is what you 
need to know to build strategies that encourage and educate them to be the next best generation of early 
educators. Your business depends on it! 
 
 
 

A-6: Does Anybody Know What Time it is? Time Management 
Strategies for Early Childhood Directors and Administrators - DIR 
 
Presented by: Mary Ann Goodrich, West Central VPK Regional Facilitator, Office of Early Learning 
 
As an Early Childhood Director and Administrator there always seems to be more things that need to be done than 
there is time for every day. You often wonder how you can manage all of the administrative responsibilities and still 
find time to spend with the teachers, families and children? This interactive workshop will provide strategies that 
can be used to prioritize tasks and manage time. Come join us to share your ideas and learn some new ones. 
 
 

 A-7: Globe Trotting – Providing a Framework for Understanding Geography 
in the Early Education Classroom - EC 

 
Presented by: Ana L Gonzalez-Mora, Office of Early Learning 
There are several reasons for teaching geography; the study of the Earth, its inhabitants and the interrelationships 
between them in the context of place, space and environment, during the early childhood period. Developmentally 
appropriate engagement with quality learning experiences help children to understand their surroundings, the 
wider world and cultures. This training session examines approaches for introducing the basic concepts of 
geography and engaging experiences that support geo-literacy (the ability to think, act, and communicate in 
geographic terms) in the early education classroom. 
 



A-8: Walking in Kindergarten Shoes - EC 
 
Presented by: Croley Baird and Connie Bauer, Pinellas County Schools  
 
Want to get children ready for K? Then join us as we discuss important Kindergarten Readiness Skills and 
provide you with tips to best prepare children for a successful Kindergarten adventure. 
 
 
 

A-9: Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation - DIR/ IT/ 
INC 
 
Presented by:  Kayla Nembhard, Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, LMHC & Ladonna 
Butler, Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, LMHC, Ph.D 
 

 Children who are better able to regulate their emotions, manage their behavior, cope with frustration and stress, 
and understand their emotions are better equipped to learn and thrive. Through coaching and family engagement 
strategies, the Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant helps teachers and parents work together to build 
and strengthen children’s social and emotional skills over time and come to kindergarten truly ready to learn. This 
session will offer tools to truly overcome barriers to partnering with families, share information on current strategies 
and engage participants in discovery activities and self-reflection to open the door to new ideas and practices. 

 

A-10: Goldilocks and the Three  Bears in the Classroom: Implementing 
Play Training - EC 
 
Presented by: Penney Norton, Office of Early Learning 
 
This workshop will explore thematic fantasy play, the elements required to implement it, and how it differs from 
socio-dramatic play. Participants will engage in at least two fantasy re-enactments, such as ‘Goldilocks and the 
Three Bears’ and ‘Little Red Riding Hood.’ 
 
 
 

A-11: Print is Everywhere - Environmental Print in Pre-K - EC 
 
 
Presented by: Donna McMann and Maria Strandlof, Pinellas County Schools Early Childhood Education 
 
Environmental print is the print of everyday life and its EVERYWHERE! It’s the signs, logos, wrappers, road signs, 
and advertisements that children see every day.  Environmental print helps children recognize that written 
letters/print having meaning and is the first print that children learn to read.  This workshop will focus on 
developing a print-rich environment using environmental print to help children recognize that letters and words 
have meaning and strengthen the development of the beginning stages of literacy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ffff 
 



A-12: Learning that Results from Children’s Play - EC 
 
Presented by: Darlene DeMarie, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Educational Psychology, & Fulbright Faculty Advisor, 
and Megan Cross, ABD, Doctoral Candidate, Early Childhood Education 
 
This session combines research and practice. It highlights the benefits of play. Sharing photographs and videos 
captured from a child care center in South Africa, one presenter will report the outcomes of children’s play 10 
years later, when she returned and learned the outcomes of the center’s play focus on the children’s academic 
skill development; when they were in 1st to 7th grades at 5 schools. This presentation also will include hands-on 
activities where participants can discover the benefits of different types of play activities and be able to justify 
those benefits to others. 
 
 
 

A-13: Classroom Management: Supporting Students with Challenging 
Behaviors - EC 
 
 
Presented by: Christine Davis, PreK Behavior Specialist, Pinellas County Schools 
 
Teaching children social and emotional skills during their early childhood years is critical for success later in 
school as well as in life.  This training will guide teachers on how to proactively teach young children to manage 
their relationships and environment by teaching social and emotional skills.  Teachers will be given a variety of 
strategies and interventions to support students with challenging behaviors to make progress in their 
independence and self-regulation skills. 
 
 
 

A-14: Tappin’ Those Tiny Toes - IT 
 
 
Presented by: Maryann “Mar,” Harman, Music with Mar 
 
This session will use both lecture and active participation. Attendees will learn the brain research that supports 
music’s role in working with our babies. Activities demonstrated can be used with/without recorded music.  
Attendees will be invited to come up and participate in leading. 
 
 

 

***Lunch Break*** 
 

 

11:30 am - 12:45 
 

Lunch box choices will include: 

Turkey Sub, Ham or Veggie Sub 
 



 

***Session B*** 
 

12:45 pm - 2:15 pm 
 

** (There is no B1 Session)** 
 

B-2: Making the M.O.S.T. of Inclusion Strategies- INC 
 
Presented by: Beverly Sexton, Pinellas County Schools  
 
What is inclusion?   Where and how will my child fit in to this inclusive classroom? How can I provide all the 
various needs in my classroom?  Do Developmentally Appropriate Practices apply to children with 
disabilities?  Find the answers to these questions and more as we learn about inclusion, inclusive practices, and 
how can I meet all the various needs of all early learners using developmentally appropriate practices in my early 
childhood classroom. 
 
 

 

B-3: Talk With Me Baby  - IT 
 
Presented by: Jenn Faber 
 

Join us for Introduction to ‘Talk With Me Baby’ - an overview of TWMB’s Language Nutrition™ research, materials 
and free online training modules.  This presentation will provide vital information on the science behind Language 
Nutrition, cultivate the skills needed by early childhood educators and providers to model and effectively 
communicate Language Nutrition messages and practice to families, and support parents and caregivers as a 
child’s first and best teachers. Attendees will leave equipped to coach parents on the how and why of early 
language exposure. 
 
 

B-4: Transition to Kindergarten: Team Up with Preschool 
Kindergarten - EC/DIR 
 
Presented by: Gail Ramsdell, Pinellas County Schools 
 
Participants will learn about the work of the Preschool Kindergarten Partnership (PKP) and how PKP can support 
the transition of their students to kindergarten.  Information will be shared regarding the Preschool Kindergarten 
Partnership Information Form as well as activities for successful transition activities. 
 
 
 

B-5: Motivating Millennials - DIR 
 
Presented by: Juelie Perry, Inspire to Impact Consulting & TLC Preschool of Sebastian  
 
“They are entitled, selfish, lazy 20’somethings!” On the Contrary! Millennials are ready to work! Here is what you 
need to know to build strategies that encourage and educate them to be the next best generation of early 
educators. Your business depends on it! 
 



B-6: Does Anybody Know What Time it is? Time Management 
Strategies for Early Childhood Directors and Administrators - 
DIR 
 
Presented by: MaryAnn Goodrich, West Central VPK Regional Facilitator, Office of Early Learning 
 
As an Early Childhood Director and Administrator there always seems to be more things that need to be 
done than there is time for every day. You often wonder how you can manage all of the administrative 
responsibilities and still find time to spend with the teachers, families and children? This interactive 
workshop will provide strategies that can be used to prioritize tasks and manage time. Come join us to 
share your ideas and learn some new ones. 
 
 
 

 B-7: Globe Trotting – Providing a Framework for Understanding 
Geography in the Early Education Classroom - EC 

 
Presented by: Ana L Gonzalez-Mora, Office of Early Learning 
There are several reasons for teaching geography; the study of the Earth, its inhabitants and the 
interrelationships between them in the context of place, space and environment, during the early 
childhood period. Developmentally appropriate engagement with quality learning experiences help 
children to understand their surroundings, the wider world and cultures. This training session examines 
approaches for introducing the basic concepts of geography and engaging experiences that support 
geo-literacy (the ability to think, act, and communicate in geographic terms) in the early education 
classroom. 

 

 
B-8: Walking in Kindergarten Shoes - EC 

 
Presented by: Croley Baird and Connie Bauer, Pinellas County Schools  
 
Want to get children ready for K? Then join us as we discuss important Kindergarten Readiness Skills and 
provide you with tips to best prepare children for a successful Kindergarten adventure. 

 
 
 

B-9: Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation - DIR/ 
IT/ INC 
 
Presented by:  Kayla Nembhard, Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, LMHC & Ladonna 
Butler, Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant, LMHC, Ph.D 

 
Children who are better able to regulate their emotions, manage their behavior, cope with frustration and stress, 
and understand their emotions are better equipped to learn and thrive. Through coaching and family 
engagement strategies, the Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultant helps teachers and parents work 
together to build and strengthen children’s social and emotional skills over time and come to kindergarten truly 
ready to learn. This session will offer tools to truly overcome barriers to partnering with families, share 
information on current strategies and engage participants in discovery activities and self-reflection to open the 
door to new ideas and practices. 

 
 
 



B-10: Warning Signs - IT 
 
Presented by: Abigayle Dhani, Children's Advocacy Services Manager, Suncoast Center, Inc. 
 
This workshop will equip participants with information and skills needed to educate caregivers and change 
behavior around three leading causes of child deaths for children under age six: suffocation due to unsafe 
sleep practices, drowning, and abusive head trauma. Participants will gain and understanding of the 
prevalence, the facts and safety measures caregivers need to keep children safe. Participants will also receive 
a Warning Signs toolkit.  
 
 
 

B-11: What’s in a Name? - EC 
 
Presented by: Katherine Goulet, Pinellas County Schools 
 
Mastering the skill of Alphabet Knowledge begins by playing with the letters in a child’s name.  These are the 
most important letters to a child.  Learn different ways to teach letter identification through creative, hands on 
activities for young learners using children’s names. These hands on activities will reach across multiple 
modalities. 
 
 
 

B-12: Making the M.O.S.T. of Inclusion Strategies - INC 
 
Presented by: Beverly Sexton, Pinellas County Schools  
 
What is inclusion?   Where and how will my child fit in to this inclusive classroom? How can I provide all the 
various needs in my classroom?  Do Developmentally Appropriate Practices apply to children with 
disabilities?  Find the answers to these questions and more as we learn about inclusion, inclusive practices, and 
how can I meet all the various needs of all early learners using developmentally appropriate practices in my 
early childhood classroom. 

 
 
 

B-13: PEARLS: "Preschool Emergency Alert Response Learning  
System" - EC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Peggy Sammons and Marie O’Connell, Early Learning Coalition Manatee 
 
This presentation overview of 100 words or less, using descriptive language, will be printed in the 
conference brochure. PEARLS is a program designed to provide an awareness of potential emergency 
situations and present options on how to respond to mitigate risk and protect lives. 

 
 
 

B-14: Music, Movement & Manipulatives - EC 
 

Presented by: Maryann “Mar,” Harman, Music with Mar 
 
Engage the children and the brain with music and manipulatives that are fun for learning. Enjoy songs 
with Mar. that will get you moving while preparing the children for school. This presenter's goal is to have 
those attending become more comfortable with using manipulatives and knowledgeable as to why they 
are important.  

 



 

Closing Keynote 
 

2:30 pm - 4:00 pm 
 

Encouraging Children (and yourself too!) 
 

One of the greatest challenges of education and parenting is to raise children that are confident, 
contributing and happy.  We all want are kids to be able to stand on their own two feet and have respect 
for the people and the world around them.  But how do we do this?  This presentation will teach you how 
to use the most fundamental tool necessary to develop healthy human beings:  encouragement!  You 
will learn that encouragement is not a trick used to manipulate, control, or enable children.  Rather, it is a 
way to inspire children through modeling, respect, and focusing on your own behavior instead of theirs.  
This presentation is experiential in nature.  Come prepared to participate, learn, and have fun!   

 

A very special 

Thank You 
. 

 

 

 


	2018 Brochure Cover_editable.2
	Brochure Page 1 & 2-Final
	Brochure 2
	Registration: 7:30 am - 8:00 am
	Announcements & Keynote: 8:00 am - 9:45 am
	Session A: 10:00 am - 11:30 am
	Conference Fee $25.00
	4. You will choose one class for each of the two breakout sessions.
	***Session A***
	10:00 am - 11:30 am
	A-1: Transition Tips and Tricks - EC/ INC/ DIR
	A-2: Supporting Children with Disabilities in Early Childhood Classrooms - EC/ INC
	A-3: Talk with Me Baby - IT
	A-4: Transition to Kindergarten: Team Up with Preschool Kindergarten - EC/DIR
	A-5: Motivating Millennials - DIR
	A-6: Does Anybody Know What Time it is? Time Management Strategies for Early Childhood Directors and Administrators - DIR
	A-8: Walking in Kindergarten Shoes - EC
	A-9: Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation - DIR/ IT/ INC
	A-10: Goldilocks and the Three  Bears in the Classroom: Implementing Play Training - EC
	A-11: Print is Everywhere - Environmental Print in Pre-K - EC
	A-12: Learning that Results from Children’s Play - EC
	A-13: Classroom Management: Supporting Students with Challenging Behaviors - EC
	A-14: Tappin’ Those Tiny Toes - IT

	***Lunch Break***
	11:30 am - 12:45
	Turkey Sub, Ham or Veggie Sub
	** (There is no B1 Session)**
	B-2: Making the M.O.S.T. of Inclusion Strategies- INC
	B-3: Talk With Me Baby  - IT
	B-4: Transition to Kindergarten: Team Up with Preschool Kindergarten - EC/DIR
	B-5: Motivating Millennials - DIR
	B-6: Does Anybody Know What Time it is? Time Management Strategies for Early Childhood Directors and Administrators - DIR
	B-8: Walking in Kindergarten Shoes - EC
	B-9: Infant and Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation - DIR/ IT/ INC
	Children who are better able to regulate their emotions, manage their behavior, cope with frustration and stress, and understand their emotions are better equipped to learn and thrive. Through coaching and family engagement strategies, the Infant/Earl...
	B-10: Warning Signs - IT
	B-11: What’s in a Name? - EC
	B-12: Making the M.O.S.T. of Inclusion Strategies - INC
	B-13: PEARLS: "Preschool Emergency Alert Response Learning  System" - EC/ DIR
	B-14: Music, Movement & Manipulatives - EC





