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Opening & Closing Keynote Speaker 

 

Mike S. Longoria, Ph.D. 
Mike Longoria, a.k.a. Dr. Mike!, has a Ph.D. in early childhood  
education and over 22 years of early childhood experience in 
the capacity of Pre-K, kindergarten, and PPCD (Preschool    
Programs for Children with disabilities) teacher, Head Start  
administrator, university professor, independent consultant,  
curriculum developer, and recording artist. Dr. Mike’s passion, 
knowledge, and innovative approach to early childhood makes 
learning what it should be...fun and exciting. His multi-sensory 
approach to teaching and learning is transparent through his 
musical, kinesthetic, and interactive approach in his trainings 
and workshops.  



Schedule: 
 

Registration: 7:30 am - 8:00 am 

Announcements & Keynote: 8:00 am - 9:45 am 

Session A: 10:00 am - 11:30 am 

Lunch: 11:30 am - 12:45 pm 

Session B: 12:45 pm - 2:15 pm 

Closing Keynote: 2:20 pm - 3:50 pm 

Door Prize Drawing: 3:50 - 4:00 pm 
 

MUST READ!  

IMPORTANT CONFERENCE INFORMATION  

  
This Conference is intended for Teachers, Directors and other  

Educators who work with young children 
 

Breakout sessions are designed for educators who work with:  

*IT = Infants & Toddlers age (0-2)  

*EC = Early Childhood age (3-5) 

*INC = Inclusion  

*DIR = Directors 

  

Please Note: 
Refer to the abbreviated target audience code (ie “IT”) listed next to each workshop 

description to ensure you are attending a workshop that best suits your needs. 

  
All attendees will participate in breakout sessions A and B, as well as hear our fabulous 

opening and closing keynote speaker. 

 
We will be partnering with the Florida Association for the Education of Young Children (FLAEYC) to provide 
online CEUs for this year’s conference. Participants are eligible to purchase .6 Early Childhood CEUs through 
FLAEYC’s online system. There is no need to pre-pay. All CEU payments will go directly to FLAEYC. CEUs 
can be purchased up to 14 days following conference. The estimated cost for conference CEU’s is $29.00 

 
Information on CEUs will be included in your conference folder on the day of the conference. For information 
prior to the conference date, please contact Catrenia Wilson-Paul at cwilson-paul@elcpinellas.net 
 

mailto:cwilson-paul@elcpinellas.net


Registration 
Conference Fee $25.00 

 
**PLEASE READ BEFORE REGISTERING** 

 
Pre-registration for each session is required. 

 
 PLEASE FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS BELOW 

 

1. Review all of the Session workshops on the brochure prior to registering 
online. 
 

2. Registration opens on Monday, December 19th at 7:30 am   
 

3. You may register by clicking here or at the Early Learning Coalition website 

at: www.elcpinellas.net/trainings  

 

4. You will choose one class for each of the two breakout sessions.  
 

Areas of interest include: 
 

IT-Infant/Toddler 
INC-Inclusion 

EC– Early Childhood 
DIR-Directors 

 
5. Follow the steps to register using your last name and email 
 

6. Follow registration instructions listed on each page 
 

7.  Make sure the sessions you select are what you want to attend. 
 

No changes can be made once you select them. 
 

8. Submit payment  (Visa or Mastercard only). 
 

9. You will receive an email confirming your registration and details.  
 

10. Please print out your confirmation e-mail and bring it with you to the   
conference 

 
 

 
 

Seating is limited. Pre-registration is required 

No admittance after 8:00 am 
  

https://app.certain.com/profile/form/index.cfm?PKformID=0x2479178fc81
http://www.elcpinellas.net/


Opening Keynote 
 

8:00 am – 9:45 am 
 

Music, Movement and Learning:  
Developing Strong Brains in Young Children 

 
Music and movement experiences during the early years are necessary for their developing brains (Greenough 
& Black, 1992; Shatz, 1992). Singing, chanting, gestures, rhythm patterns and physical movement develop 
strong connections in young brains.  In addition, these meaningful experiences develop school readiness skills 
while focusing on their developmental domains and academics.  Music and movement makes learning fun. 
More importantly, it meets the needs of ALL children, regardless of their linguistic, physical, emotional, 
cognitive or social challenges. 

 
 

***Session A*** 
 

10:00 am - 11:30 am 
 

A1: Activities That Build Harmonious Relationships in Your 
Classroom - EC/ INC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Jennifer Miller & Karen Dunne, Sanford Harmony at National University 
  
Join our hands-on workshop. We'll share easy activities that will foster healthy relationships in your classroom. 
You'll experience routines, stories, and lessons from the research-based Sanford Harmony SEL Program that 
help children develop self and social awareness, self-management, and responsible decision making that are 
critical for school readiness and academic success. Discover strategies to foster inclusion, school connection, 
increase kindness and empathy while decreasing incidents of teasing, tattling, and aggressive behavior. Be 
prepared to take away ideas you can use in your classroom tomorrow! Come to our session to learn innovative 
practices, have fun, and even win a Harmony prize! 
 
 
 

A2: See the Real Me - EC 
 
Presented by: Hannah Goble and Stacey Francois, Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County 
 
Teachers will focus on strategies and skills that promote experimentation with self-portraits.  During this 
session, we will explore the concepts of self-esteem, self-concept and self-identity.  We will showcase a 
classroom that used loose parts found within their geographical environment to express their artistic creativity 
as they developed self-portraits.  We will discuss how teachers can use loose parts from nature to expand 
cognition skills. 
 

 
 



A3: Awesome Alphabet Activities - EC 
 
Presented by: Mary Ann Goodrich MA, Office of Early Learning 
 
This interactive session will provide participants with engaging strategies that make learning the alphabet 
meaningful to young children. Activities that promote the recognition and naming of letters will be demonstrated 
and practiced. Come join us to learn new activities that you can use in your classroom the very next day!      

 
 
 

A4: Play University: Intentional Teaching for Infants and Toddlers - 
IT 
 
Presented by: Kristy Pinkney, MEAD and Tamisha Clarke, CITPC, LSF Children & Head Start Services 
 
In this workshop participants will learn how to engage, create, and facilitate intentional teaching experiences 
for infants and toddlers. This hands-on workshop will incorporate sign language sensory play, literacy activities, 
baby massage, and music & movement and activities that you and your children will enjoy.  Together we will 
learn how to go from simply teaching children, to engage them to learn. Come learn some great techniques 
guaranteed to make teaching fun, engaging, and most of all productive for you and your students. 
 
 

 

A5: Creating an Inclusive and Impactful Learning Environment - 
INC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Loretta Monroe Calvin BA, President & Chief Strategist: Monroe Strategic Business Solutions 
(MSBS) 
 
With the ever-increasing multicultural world, the educational arena is challenged with the same opportunities 
as the workplace: finding ways to ensure there is an opportunity for all children to learn effectively and ensuring 
that the learning environment is inclusive for varied learners. For educators, this means finding ways to 
integrate cultural competence into learning modules, and ensuring that activities leverage the differences within 
the classroom. This session provides an overview of some key learnings around cultural competence for those 
leading others, and some success tips for ensuring you are well prepared for creating the best learning 
environment for all cultures. 
 
 

 

A6: And the Beat Goes On! Helping Preschoolers Develop Steady Beat - 
EC 
 
Presented by: Penney Norton, M. Ed, Florida Office of Early Learning 
 
During this workshop, participants will learn the importance of intentionally teaching steady beat to young 
children. It is estimated that fewer than 10% of kindergarten children have developed adequate steady beat 
skills at school entry. Come learn more about the research that calls for more music and movement 
experiences in preschool. We will use different musical recordings and other materials to learn how to teach 
this important skill to young children. 

 



A7: The BPIECE Assessment for Practitioners: Best Practices in 
Inclusive Early Childhood Education - INC 
 
Presented by: Dr. Danielle Jennings and Marilyn Hibbard, University of Florida 
 
Supporting and helping all young children to be successful is the goal of early childhood teachers. The BPIECE 
is a self-assessment tool for early childhood educators to support their inclusion of young children with 
disabilities. The results of the assessment allow practitioners to identify their strengths and priorities regarding 
inclusive practices and assist them in developing a plan to increase their use of best practices to support 
diverse learners. Participants will learn how to use the tool, identify changes that can be made in their 
classrooms and identify resources and support for effective inclusive practices.  
 
 
 

A8: Social Emotional Teaching Strategies that Every Preschool 
Teacher Should Know and Use - EC/ INC 
 
Presented by:  Christopher Vatland, PhD., Research Assistant Professor, USF 
 
The teaching of social and emotional competence happens all day long as children interact and play with peers 
and adults. Join this session to learn effective strategies to teach children to identify and cope with emotions, 
use self-regulation skills, engage in social problem solving, and interact with peers. Participants will be 
provided with information on free resources that support the use of these strategies in the classroom. 
 

 
 

A9: Supporting Mothers & Babies: Creating Breastfeeding Friendly 
Childcares - IT/ EC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Samantha Staley, IBCLC & Maret Wachira, IBCLC, FL Dept. of Health in Pinellas County 
 
Mothers need all the support they can get to ensure successful breastfeeding after returning to work or school. 
Support must come from every facet of the community and it starts with a nurturing and supportive caregiver 
whom a mother can trust. It starts with you! Learn why breastfeeding is so critical for baby's physical, cognitive 
and emotional development. Gain an understanding also of the important health benefits to the mother. Assess 
your current ability to support a breastfeeding mother and baby. Make plans to improve your support, and earn 
the Breastfeeding Friendly Childcare Award from the State of Florida 

 
 

A10: Have We Got a Deal for You! -T.E.A.C.H. - IT/ EC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Emily Fulkerson and Erika Frisby, T.E.A.C.H. Counselors, Children's Forum. Inc. - T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood® Scholarship Program 
 
Would you like to earn a Florida Staff Credential or Director Credential?  Maybe you need to renew one of your 
credentials. Have you thought about starting your Associate Degree or your Bachelor Degree? We have 
scholarships for both! It is all good news. Stipends have increased. There is a new tiered bonus structure. The 
release time reimbursement rate has also increased! What are you waiting for? You really can't afford NOT to 
apply for a T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Scholarship. Come hear how you can make your professional 
development dreams a reality with the help of a T.E.A.C.H . scholarship! 

 



A11: Kinesthetic Teaching-Creative Movement in the Classroom - EC 
 
Presented by: Ana L. Gonzalez-Mora, SE SRRF, Office of Early Learning 
 
Children think with their bodies; they love to move. In this interactive workshop we will learn how to embed 
body-centered learning within their academic learning instruction. Come ready to “move” and “shake it up!” 
 
 
 

A12: Totally Tods - IT 
 
Presented by: Maryann "Mar" Harman, Owner/Founder Music with Mar, Inc. 
 
Toddlers enjoy music too; but they have special needs. Many times materials are too old for them. Mar has 
written music for Kaplan and Dr. Becky Bailey for this age group.  The workshop will present developmentally 
appropriate activities and materials for toddlers as well as educate participants on their value in development. 
 
 
 
 

 

***Lunch Break***  
 

 
 

11:30 am – 12:45 pm 
 

Lunch box choices will include: 
Turkey Sub, Ham Sub or Veggie Sub 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



***Session B*** 
 

12:45 pm - 2:15 pm 
 

B1: Physics Fun - EC  
 

Presented by: Dorothy Voegeli, Early Childhood Program Manager, Museum of Science & Industry      
 
Explore the world of physics with these fun hands-on experiments that are age appropriate for preschoolers! 
Using gravity, friction, motion and energy we will investigate ways that your students can play while learning 
about how things move! Educators will have the chance to review Newton's Laws, learn about sources of 
energy and natural forces. With make and take activities and science demonstrations, you'll have fun in this 
professional development workshop that will get you moving! 
 
 

 

B2: Infant Family Mental Health: Coregulation and Coparenting  - 
The Importance of Relationships in Infant Toddler Development- 
DIR  
 
Presented by: Jacki Carter Malone, LCSW, ACSW, Infant Family Mental Health Therapist, 
Infant Family Mental Health Site -USFSP Family Study Center 
 
A model for addressing Infant and toddler positive mental health through the promotion of physical, social and 
emotional development, and intellectual development will be presented in the context of family 
relationships.  Attendees will participate in experiential exercises that demonstrate the importance of life 
events, supportive relationships and extended caregiver involvement in promoting social/emotional 
development and early learning.  Coparenting and the development of multiple relationships through extended 
family, neighborhood and schools will be discussed. 
 

 
 

B3: Awesome Alphabet Activities - EC 
 
Presented by: Mary Ann Goodrich MA, Office of Early Learning 
 
This interactive session will provide participants with engaging strategies that make learning the alphabet 
meaningful to young children. Activities that promote the recognition and naming of letters will be demonstrated 
and practiced. Come join us to learn new activities that you can use in your classroom the very next day!       
 
 

 

 

 
ffff 

 



B4: Play University: Intentional Teaching for Infants and Toddlers - 
IT 
 
Presented by: Kristy Pinkney, MEAD and Tamisha Clarke, CITPC, LSF Children & Head Start Services 
 
In this workshop participants will learn how to engage, create, and facilitate intentional teaching experiences 
for infants and toddlers. This hands-on workshop will incorporate sign language sensory play, literacy activities, 
baby massage, and music & movement and activities that you and your children will enjoy. Together we will 
learn how to go from simply teaching children, to engage them to learn. Come learn some great techniques 
guaranteed to make teaching fun, engaging, and most of all productive for you and your students. 
 
 
 

B5: Hiring the Best is Just the Beginning: Practical Tools and 
Methods to Manage Staff and Maintain Morale- DIR 
 
Presented by: Loretta Monroe Calvin, Monroe Consulting Group 
 
The childcare profession is one of the most demanding careers which carries a unique level of trust. Parents 
who agree to allow teachers to have influence over the most precious lives of their children. As a Director of 
those teaching in the early learning environment, it is critical to ensure you hire the best, and retain the best, in 
a competitive market for skill but not always linked to the highest level of pay for performance. Keeping good 
resources should begin with managing those resources effectively and finding ways to invest in keeping morale 
positive.  This session will provide attendees with some suggested tools for establishing the management of 
staff and additional suggestions for ways to maintain and increased positive morale of your best teachers. 
 

 
 

B6: And the Beat Goes On! Helping Preschoolers Develop Steady Beat- 
EC 
 
Presented by: Penney Norton, M. Ed, Florida Office of Early Learning 
 
During this workshop, participants will learn the importance of intentionally teaching steady beat to young 
children. It is estimated that fewer than 10% of kindergarten children have developed adequate steady beat 
skills at school entry. Come learn more about the research that calls for more music and movement 
experiences in preschool. We will use different musical recordings and other materials to learn how to teach 
this important skill to young children. 
 
 
 

B7: I Feel It and See It-What to Do When You Suspect Developmental 
Delay-Early Steps - IT 
 
Presented by: Jamie Johnson, Laurie Ferguson, Paula Keyser and Jennie Camarda, West Central Early Steps 
Program  
 
Promoting healthy child development is a core value for the child care community. Most child care providers 
have sufficient capabilities and knowledge to support healthy child development. This workshop will offer child 
care providers information about developmental delay, how to engage family members, and strategies to 
support children, with developmental delays, in the child care setting. 



B8: Social Emotional Teaching Strategies that Every Preschool 
Teacher Should Know and Use - EC/ INC 
 
Presented by:  Christopher Vatland, PhD., Research Assistant Professor, USF 
 
The teaching of social and emotional competence happens all day long as children interact and play with peers 
and adults. Join this session to learn effective strategies to teach children to identify and cope with emotions, 
use self-regulation skills, engage in social problem solving, and interact with peers. Participants will be 
provided with information on free resources that support the use of these strategies in the classroom. 
 
 
 

B9: Supporting Literacy Through Family and Community 
Engagement- EC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Kerry Walters, National Training and Development Specialist, Scholastic Education 
 
Supporting Literacy through Family and Community Engagement will provide practical, turnkey, and hands-on 
solutions for collaboration in building partnerships necessary to create a culture of learning and achievement in 
schools, homes, and communities. This session focuses on the missing link in closing the gaps of student 
achievement- family and community partnerships- and recognizes and builds upon resources in which schools, 
parents, and communities bring in creating school and student success.  
 
 
 

B10: Have We Got a Deal for You! -T.E.A.C.H. - IT/ EC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Emily Fulkerson and Erika Frisby, T.E.A.C.H. Counselors, Children's Forum. Inc. - T.E.A.C.H. 
Early Childhood® Scholarship Program 
 
Would you like to earn a Florida Staff Credential or Director Credential?  Maybe you need to renew one of your 
credentials. Have you thought about starting your Associate Degree or your Bachelor Degree? We have 
scholarships for both! It is all good news. Stipends have increased. There is a new tiered bonus structure. The 
release time reimbursement rate has also increased! What are you waiting for? You really can't afford NOT to 
 
 
 

B11: Kinesthetic Teaching-Creative Movement in the Classroom - EC 
 
Presented by: Ana L. Gonzalez-Mora, SE SRRF OEL, Office of Early Learning 
 
Children think with their bodies; they love to move. In this inter active workshop we will learn how to embed 
body-centered learning within their academic learning instruction. Come ready to “move” and “shake it up!” 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



B12: What We Give Them Today, They Will Keep Forever - IT/ EC/ 
INC/ DIR 
 
Presented by: Presented by: Maryann "Mar" Harman, Owner/Founder Music with Mar, Inc. 
 
Who we are going to be, our value system, our morality, is all in place by the age of 6 or 7.  Children will 
remember what we teach them, intentionally and unintentionally.  Be mindful of what you do with 
children.  Make the time you spend with them be valuable, enhancing them cognitively, physically and 
emotionally because they will keep it forever. 
 
 

 

Closing Keynote 
 

2:20 pm – 3:50 pm 

 
Making Science Fun and Exciting  
Through Music and Movement 

 

Science should be and can be fun and exciting in the early years.  Science and young children make perfect 
partners based on their natural curiosity and their love for music and movement. Songs and movement are the 
perfect tools to promote science knowledge and understanding while developing science vocabulary. 

 

A very special  

Thank You 
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