
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS COMITTEE MEETING 
July 29, 2014 

4:00 P.M. until business is concluded 
5735 Rio Vista Drive 
Clearwater, FL 33760 

 
AGENDA 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Approval of July 29, 2014 Agenda 
B. Approval of the March 25, 2014 Minutes 

 
II. REPORT 

A. Communications Report 
 

III. DISCUSSION 
A. Presentations 
B. Board Survey Results/Speakers Bureau  
C. Combined Federal Campaign 
D. Tampa Bay Rays Game 
E. Micro-giving Website 

 
IV. INFORMATION ITEMS 

A. Summary of Services 
 

V. PUBLIC COMMENT 
In accordance with the Florida Government in the Sunshine, all meetings of the Early Learning 
Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc. and its committees are open to the public.  Those in 
attendance who wish to address the Coalition must submit a public comment card to the 
recorder prior to addressing the Coalition. 

 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
Next meeting: TBD 
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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING  

MINUTES - UNAPPROVED 
March 25, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.  

Early Learning Coalition Office 
5735 Rio Vista Blvd., Clearwater FL 

 
Attendance 
Committee Members: Committee Chair Patsy Buker, Jim Madden, Art O’Hara 
 
Coalition Staff: Nicole Gonzalez  
 
Official Recorder:  Nicole Gonzalez 
   
 

I. Call to Order 
 

Chair Buker called the meeting to order at 4:19 p.m. 
 

A. Chair Buker called for the approval of the March 25, 2014 Agenda.   
 

A motion was made by Jim Madden and seconded by Art O’Hara to: 
 

Approve the March 25, 2014 Agenda 
   

The motion passed unanimously. 
 

B. Chair Buker called for approval of the March 4, 2014 Minutes. 
 

A motion was made by Art O’Hara and seconded by Jim Madden to: 
   

Approve the March 4, 2014 meeting minutes 
  

The motion passed unanimously 
 

 
II. Discussion Items   

A. Public Awareness and Match Development Strategies 
Nicole Gonzalez presented an overview of the Coalition’s revised Public 
Awareness and Match Development Strategies document.   
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Gonzalez announced the Coalition received a donation of $125 from Florida 
Citrus Country for matching funding.  This donation will provide approximately 
six months of care for a child in the School Readiness program when matched 
with federal funds.  The Coalition will be participating in two events with the 
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Clearwater Chamber of Commerce.  The Coalition will have an information table 
during Make a Difference Night on April 8.  In addition, the Coalition will be 
hosting a Chamber breakfast on June 25.  Ms. Gonzalez also noted that the 
Coalition will be in the Community Corner at a Tampa Bay Rays baseball game 
during the upcoming season but the date has not been confirmed yet.  Ms. 
Buker added the Tampa Bay Times works with organizations to sell newspapers 
outside of Rays games.  Participants receive tickets and their logo on displayed 
on screen during the game. 
 

B. Messaging Development  
The committee discussed various options of how to develop the key messaging 
about the Coalition.    
 
Discussion: 
The committee discussed if the full board should be involved with the message 
development at an upcoming board meeting or a retreat while developing the 
strategic plan.  The committee decided to work on the messaging during 
committee meetings and all board members are welcome to attend.  Mr. O’Hara 
suggest Ms. Gonzalez bring a draft of the messaging at the next committee 
meeting as a starting point.  Mr. Madden reminded the committee to think about 
the business audience and what match mean to them, make donors aware of 
where the money goes, how much to children and how much to administration 
costs. Ms. Gonzalez noted the Coalition’s administration costs are below four 
percent.  
 

C. Presentations 
Ms. Gonzalez distributed a sample of a survey for board members to gather 
information about their community involvement outside of the Coalition.  The 
committee will use survey to identify opportunities for Coalition staff to attend 
meetings or give presentations. In doing so, the Coalition can then turn to these 
groups or individuals later with a cause for support.  
 
Discussion: 
The committee members agreed this short survey accomplished the goals the 
committee.  Mr. O’Hara suggested one modification to the last question of the 
survey, <Are you interested in introducing and/or presenting on behalf of the 
Early Learning Coalition.=  The survey will be conducted online through Survey 
Monkey.  Ms. Gonzalez will email a link for the survey to board members.  Ms. 
Buker will discuss the survey results at the next Board of Directors meeting on 
April 10, 2014.   

 
III. Adjournment:  The meeting adjourned at 5:01p.m. 

 
Next meeting:  April 17, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. until the conclusion of business at the  
Early Learning Coalition, 5735 Rio Vista Drive, Clearwater, FL  33760. 
 
 
____________________________  _______________ 
Patsy Buker, Committee Chair             Date 
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Communications Report 

Quarter 4 
 
Public Service Announcement 
The Coalition has received two Air Time Grants from Bright House Networks to air the School 
Doesn’t Start in Kindergarten VPK commercial in both English and Spanish.  The English version 
of the commercial ran during the month of May throughout Pinellas County.  A Spanish version of 
the commercial was developed with the translation assistance from Board member Maria 
Edmonds.  Coalition staff member Ana Cotto-Pizarro volunteered to do the voiceover work. 
Diamond Views Studios produced the voiceover recording.  The Spanish version of the 
commercial will run during the month of July 2014.  
 
Media Mentions 
Article on 5/9/14 Tampa Bay Times Former leader of Pinellas Early Learning Coalition sues 
agency over her firing 
 
Article on 5/22/14 Tampa Bay Times North Pinellas Community New Briefs Education agency 
has a new leader  
 
Article on 7/2/14 Tampa Bay Newspapers (Beacon, Leader, Bee) Early Learning Coalition gets 
grant from Rays 
 
Article on 7/9/14 Tampa Bay News (Beacon, Leader, Bee) Pre-kindergarten registration 
underway 
 
Article in Summer 2014 Good Living Magazine Special Early Childhood Issue Lindsay Carson 
Appointed Head of Early Learning Coalition (Page 8) 
 
Presentations 
Clearwater Chamber of Commerce: Connect & Care breakfast 6/25/14 
 
Resource Development & Match Funds 

Grant Submissions: 
 Rays Baseball Foundation Fund Community Grant  

o Proposal: School Readiness Match Funds 
o Submitted: 3/1/14 
o Status: Approved 
o Amount Received: $5,000 

 
 Tampa Bay Times Fund 

o Amount Requested: $25,000 
o Proposal: School Readiness Match Funds 
o Submitted 5/9/14 
o Status: Denied 

 
 
 

http://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/former-leader-of-the-pinellas-early-learning-coalition-sues-agency-over/2179091
http://www.tampabay.com/news/courts/criminal/former-leader-of-the-pinellas-early-learning-coalition-sues-agency-over/2179091
http://www.tampabay.com/news/briefs/north-pinellas-community-news-briefs/2180966
http://www.tampabay.com/news/briefs/north-pinellas-community-news-briefs/2180966
http://www.tbnweekly.com/pinellas_county_schools/content_articles/070214_sch-01.txt
http://www.tbnweekly.com/pinellas_county_schools/content_articles/070214_sch-01.txt
http://www.tbnweekly.com/pinellas_county_schools/content_articles/070914_sch-01.txt
http://www.tbnweekly.com/pinellas_county_schools/content_articles/070914_sch-01.txt
http://publicationhub.com/publication/?i=217193
http://publicationhub.com/publication/?i=217193
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Donations: 

• Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) 
o Status: Approved 
o Campaign Kick Off Begins: August 2014 
 

Social Media Engagement & Website Analytics  

• Facebook /ELCPinellas  
o Total Likes to Page: 336 
o Total Posts: 31 
o Total Users that Viewed Posts: 3,375 
o Total Unique Clicks on Posts: 202 
o Total Number of Likes/Comments/Shares: 146 

 

• Twitter @ELCPinellas 
o Total Followers: 228 

 

• Website Traffic  
o Visits: 35,324 
o Unique Visitors: 17,443 
o Page Views: 119,095 
o Average Page Views: 3.37 
o Average Time on Site: 00:03:54 
o New Visitors: 42.80% 
o Returning Visitors: 57.2% 
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Welc ome

Mission Sta tement

To p rovide a  c omprehensive, 

high qua lity system of sc hool 

read iness p rograms tha t 

enhanc e the emotiona l, 

soc ia l, c ognitive and  physic a l 

development of c hild ren 

through c ollabora tion with 

families, p roviders and  the 

c ommunity.



7/17/2014

2

Our Programs

• Voluntary Prekindergarten

• School Readiness

• Child Care Resource & Referral

Volunta ry Prekindergarten (VPK)

• Free for all 4-year-olds
• No income requirements
• Must reside in Florida
• Nearly 300 local sites in Pinellas
• Register Online: 

www.vpkpinellas.net
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Sc hool Read iness

Child  Care Sc hola rship  p rogram for ec onomic a lly 
d isadvantaged  or a t-risk families.

This p rogram offers:
.

• Hea lthy and  Sa fe Environment
• Developmenta lly Appropria te Curric ulum
• Charac ter Educ a tion
• Developmenta l Sc reening
• Supportive Interventions
• Child  Assessment
• Family Engagement Child ren Enrolled : 5,791

Child ren Wa iting : 3,506

Tota l SR Providers: 535

Child  Care Resourc e & Referra l

• FREE c ommunity servic e tha t offers information and  referra l 
servic es to a ll families tha t a re looking to find  c a re for: 

• infants, 
• todd lers, 
• presc hoolers, 
• before and  a fter c a re for sc hool-age c hild ren 
• summer c amp information in Pinellas County. 

• The Coa lition pa rtners with 2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares to fac ilita te 
the CCR&R program in Pinellas County.
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Provider Servic es

• Certific a tion

• Assessments

• Inc lusion Servic es

• Qua lity Ra ting  & Improvement 

System (QRIS)

• Professiona l Development

• Ac c red ita tion Assistanc e

• Infant Todd ler Lend ing Lib ra ry

Early Learning Matters

Video
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Importanc e of Early Learning

• Brain Development. 90% of a  c hild ’ s c ritic a l b ra in 

development oc c urs by age five.

• Quality early educ ation. Prekindergarten, espec ia lly 

for d isadvantage c hild ren, reduc es p lac ement in 

spec ia l educ a tion, g rade retention and  juvenile c rime 

and  improves high sc hool g radua tion ra tes and  

ea rnings. 

• Proven early c hildhood programs. Researc h shows 

they c ould  p roduc e stronger ec onomic  development 

results over the long run than trad itiona l business tax 

subsid ies.

Every dolla r invested  in qua lity ea rly c hildhood  

educ a tion p roduc es a  7-10% per annum return in better 

educ a tion, hea lth, soc ia l and  ec onomic  outc omes. 
.

- Professor James Hec kman, Nobel Laurea te in Ec onomic s
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Why businesses should  support 

ea rly educ a tion:

• Sustain: Susta in ea rly 

development with effec tive 
educ a tion through to adulthood .

• Gain: Gain more c apab le, 

p roduc tive and  va luab le workforc e 
tha t pays d ividends to Americ a  for 
genera tion to c ome. 

• Invest: Invest in educ a tiona l and  development resourc es for 

d isadvantaged  families to p rovide equa l ac c ess to suc c essful 
ea rly human development. 

• Develop: Nurture ea rly development of c ognitive and  soc ia l 

skills in c hild ren b irth to age five.

How to Help

• Advoc ate
• Take a  stand  for the importanc e of ea rly educ a tion.
• Contac t loc a l leg isla tors to support educ a tion in 

Pinellas County. 

• Partic ipate 
• Join our Board  of Direc tors
• Help  estab lish stra teg ic  d irec tion, p rovide oversight 

and  ac c ountab ility

• Donate
• Ensure every c hild  has the opportunity to lea rn. 
• Every dolla r dona ted  has the potentia l to be 

matc hed  16 times with Federa l funds. 
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Thank You!

www.ELCPinellas.net



 

Board Survey Results 

Community Involvement of Board Members 

Education/Children Focused Community Organizations Professional Association 

Parent Support for Education 
Council 

South County Community 
Council 

Pinellas County Urban League 
of Professionals 

Family Child Care Home 
Association  

Faith & Action for Strength 
Together 

Tampa Bay Trial Lawyers 
Association  

Riley Education Foundation Citizens Alliance for Progress Florida St. Pete Bar Association 

R'Club Child Care Board Tampa Bay Think Tank AchieveHers 

Pinellas County Schools Tampa Bay Veterans Alliance Leadership Pinellas 

Head Start Hispanic Leadership Council Financial Planning Association 

Pinellas Education Foundation Clearwater Free Clinic 
 Pinellas County License Board Generation for the Arts 
 Florida Association For Child 

Care Management 
Pinellas Immunization Team for 
Community Health Political 

National Association for the 
Education of Young Children 

Lakewood Estates Civic 
Association 

Pinellas County Republicans 
Executive Committee 

Florida Association for the 
Education of Young Children 

  Suncoast Voices for Children 
  

 

Agencies Social/Memberships Religious 

Career Source Pinellas  Countryside Country Club North County Ministerial Alliance 

Juvenile Welfare Board Belleair Country Club Kingdom Restoration, Inc. 

Pinellas County Health Dept. Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Calvary Chapel Ministry 

City of Clearwater Flood and 
Building Board 

  
 

Chamber of Commerce Alumni Associations Civic/Service 

Clearwater Regional Chamber University of South Florida Rotary 

St. Pete Chamber Clearwater Catholic High School 
  

 

Interested in introducing a guest speaker and/or presenting: 

Yes  42% (5)  

No    8% (1)  

Maybe  50% (6) 

 



EARLY LEARNING COALITION OF

PINELLAS COUNTY
CHILDREN • FAMILIES • PROVIDERS • COMMUNITY

Working together 
for the success 

of Pinellas 
County’s children.

OUR MISSION

To provide a comprehensive, high quality 

system of school readiness programs 

that enhance the emotional, social, 

cognitive and physical development 

of children through collaboration with 

families, providers and the community.

OUR VISION

To unite the community in the 

development and delivery of a high 

quality school readiness system and 

family support services to maximize 

each child’s potential and promote the 

economic self-sufficiency of families.

Preparing tomorrow’s leaders.

Supporting today’s workforce.



THE EARLY LEARNING COALITION

OF PINELLAS COUNTY 
is a not-for-profit planning and funding agency focused on early care and education. The goal of 

the Early Learning Coalition is to prepare all children to enter kindergarten ready to succeed. The 

Coalition achieves this goal in collaboration with community partners by providing:

• School Readiness child care scholarships

• Florida’s Voluntary Prekindergarten program — Free for all 4-year-olds

• Training and technical assistance for child care providers

• Developmental, vision and hearing screenings

• Resource and referral information for families looking for child care 

Early care and education goes much deeper than supervision and socialization. The Coalition 

supports families and providers in developing a child’s skills in the following areas:

TESTIMONIALS

• Physical Health

• Approaches to Learning

• Social and Emotional Development

• Language and Communication

• Emergent Literacy

• Mathematical and Scientific Thinking

• Social Studies and the Arts

• Motor Development

SCHOOL DOESN’T START IN KINDERGARTEN ANYMORE.

In 2002, Florida began a program designed to offer every four-year-old in Florida 
access to a quality prekindergarten education experience focused on preparing 
them to enter kindergarten and succeed. Voluntary Prekindergarten, known as VPK,  
offers parents two choices for their child’s participation, a 540 instructional hour 
school year program or a 300 instructional hour summer program. Parents may 
choose to enroll their child at any approved VPK provider. VPK programs are offered  
by private providers and some public schools.

Children eligible for VPK must:

• Turn four-years-old on or before September 1st

• Reside in the state of Florida

• There are no income requirements or restrictions 

 

Online registration is now available at www.VPKPinellas.net.

FLORIDA’S FREE VOLUNTARY

PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAM VPK
“The Early Learning 

Coalition has been a great 

resource for my staff. 

The support the Coalition 

gives us, makes us a better 

preschool. The classroom 

evaluation is a positive tool 

that helps us identify areas 

where we can improve. 

This is the way we grow.”

-Pinellas Child Care Provider 

“Early Learning Coalition 

has provided a way 

for me to continue my 

education and work while 

my son goes to a quality 

preschool.”

-School Readiness Parent



The first years of a child’s life are critical for lifelong development. A young child’s earliest 
experiences and environments, at home, at school and in the community set the stage for 
lifelong success.

The Coalition and all of its community partners work to ensure children in Pinellas County have 
access to the support and resources needed to be ready to enter school and succeed. Under the 
broad umbrella of School Readiness Services, the Coaltion provides:

FLORIDA FIRST START
Florida First Start is a family engagement 
program through a partnership with 
Pinellas County School District which 
serves primarily infants and toddlers 
exhibiting high risk factors for school 
failure. This program helps children 
develop cognitive, social / emotional, 
language and motor skills through 
participation in home visits and play 
groups with developmentally appropriate 
activities and play interaction. Parents are 
supported by promoting positive home/
school partnerships, family literacy, safe 
home environments, good health habits 
and access to community resources on 
child development.

FAMILY LITERACY 
The Coalition’s Board of Directors has 
identified increasing children’s access to 
books as a community priority.  In order 
to meet this need, the Coalition offers 
several literacy programs in which books 
are distributed and engages parents to take 
an active role as their child’s first teacher. 

READY TO READ PINELLAS 
Ready to Read Pinellas shares the 
joy of reading by distributing free age 
appropriate books to children and family 
literacy information to parents. Books 
are given to children at Coalition offices 
and during community events throughout 
Pinellas County.

BORN TO READ
The Born to Read program offered through 
the Pinellas Public Library Cooperative, 
supports at-risk families in breaking the 
chronic cycle of illiteracy and poverty. 
Parents are given books and taught how 
to effectively read with their children.  
Families are then encouraged to utilize 
public libraries to continue to promote 
literacy within their homes. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
The Coalition works to ensure that programs 
and services are available to assist young 
children during their formative years. The 
School Readiness program provides child 
care assistance in the form of scholarships for 
families that are economically disadvantaged 
or have other identified risk factors such as 
abuse, neglect, homelessness or domestic 
violence. Families pay a portion of child care 
costs on a sliding fee scale based on the 
household income. In order to best service 
the needs of our community, the Coalition has 
partnered with Eckerd Community Alternative,   
Florida Department of Health Pinellas County 
and Childs Park YMCA to offer community-
based field offices throughout Pinellas County. 

DEVELOPMENTAL SERVICES
All School Readiness scholarship recipients 
ages birth to five years old receive regular 
developmental screening using the Ages 
& Stages Questionnaire. In addition, the 
Coalition provides children with vision 
and hearing screenings. Children found to 
exhibit developmental concerns are referred 
for further evaluation and intervention. The 
Coalition offers Supportive Intervention 
Services to children at risk of developmental 
delay or in need of additional support.  These 
services may include coaching for teachers, 
consultation with families or direct activities 
with the child. Early identification and 
intervention are crucial to ensure school 
readiness and prevent the need for more 
intense intervention in later years. 

INCLUSION SERVICES
The Coalition’s Inclusion Specialist assists  
early educators in developing professional 
skills and knowledge in caring for children 
with special needs and challenging behaviors. 

This enables providers to offer safe, 
healthy, nurturing and stimulating child care 
environments to meet each child’s needs.  
In addition, the Coalition offers the Program 
for Inclusive Early Care and Education 
(P.I.E.C.E.), an extensive yearlong Positive 
Behavior Support training for early education 
programs.

PROVIDER SERVICES 
In an effort to increase the overall quality of  
child care programs in Pinellas County, the  
Coalition offers an integrated and comp-
rehensive system of support for early 
educators. The Coalition achieves this through 
program assessments and technical assistance 
for implementing developmentally appropriate 
curriculum and creating quality learning 
environments. The Coalition offers additional 
provider resources and support necessary to 
increase each and every child’s readiness and 
ultimate success in kindergarten including: 

• Accreditation Assistance

• Mini-Grants

• Quality Rating & Improvement System

• Networking Opportunities

 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
The Coalition’s professional development 
programs are designed to enhance the 
knowledge, skills and career advancement of 
educators through workshops, conferences 
and other trainings. Each year, providers are 
selected to receive scholarship assistance to 
attend St. Petersburg College and professional 
conferences. In addition, the Coalition is 
able to offer Continuing Education Units 
(CEUs) for educators to renew professional 
certifications.



Choosing child care is one of the most important 
yet often difficult decisions parents make for their 
children. Child Care Resource & Referral (CCR&R) is 
a service that helps families find quality, accessible 
and affordable child care suited to their needs. 

Child  Care  Resource and Referral provides information 
about child care programs, not recommendations. 
CCR&R does not endorse, reg-ulate or monitor child 
care. Parents are encouraged to visit and interview 
providers and review Licensing compliance history 
before making a final decision about the child care. 

For Families, we provide:
• A list of child care options based on the needs  

 of the family.

• Information about child care rates, policies,  

 licensing standards and more.

• Guidelines and tips on what to look for in  

 a quality child care program.

For Child Care Providers, we provide:
• Listing on our child care referral database

For the Community, we provide:
• Child care supply and demand information

• Statistical information 

For more information and to receive a 

customized list of child care providers and 

resources contact 2-1-1 Tampa Bay Cares  

by dialing 2-1-1 or (727) 210-4211.  

For general information about CCR&R

visit www.elcpinellas.net/ccrr.

HOW CAN YOU HELP?

DONATE
Make a tax deductible donation to the Early Learning Coalition of Pinellas County, 

Inc. Your contribution will be used to support:

• Child Care Scholarships

• Ready to Read Pinellas

• Step Up College Scholarships for Early Childhood Teachers

• Community Developmental Screening

• Training and Technical Assistance for Child Care Providers

PARTICIPATE
As a member of the Coalition’s Board of Directors, you could establish strategic 

direction, ensure resources are available, and provide oversight and accountability. 

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Board of Directors, a committee 

member or attending a meeting, please contact us at (727) 548-1439 or visit us 

online at www.elcpinellas.net.

ADVOCATE
Be the voice of our youngest citizens. Help to educate both friends and legislators 

on the important issues facing young children in our community.

www.elcpinellas.net
P: (727) 548-1439  |  F: (727) 548-1509

5735 Rio Vista Drive, Clearwater, Florida 33760

       /elcpinellas      @elcpinellas

Sponsorship by Early Learning 

Coalition of Pinellas County, Inc., 

Florida’s Office of Early Learning, 

and the Juvenile Welfare Board of 

Pinellas County.
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