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COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE MEETING  

August 26, 2014 at 4:00 p.m.  
Early Learning Coalition Office 

5735 Rio Vista Blvd., Clearwater FL 
 

Approved Minutes 
 

Attendance 
Committee Members: Jim Madden and Art O9Hara 
 
Absent: Committee Chair Patsy Buker 
 
Coalition Staff: Lindsay Carson and Nicole Gonzalez  
 
Official Recorder:  Nicole Gonzalez 
   
 

I. Report 
A. Communications Report 

Ms. Gonzalez reviewed the August Communications Report with committee 
members. The Social Media Engagement & Website Analytics section was 
updated to reflect changes discussed at the previous committee meeting. 
 
Discussion 
Ms. Carson suggested adding outreach events to the report.  

 
II. Discussion Items 

A. Proposed 2014-2015 Meeting Schedule 
Ms. Gonzalez presented the proposed reoccurring meeting schedule for FY 
2014-2015. During the July meeting, Mr. Madden suggested meeting the last 
Tuesday of the month.  Due to holidays, the November and December 
meeting dates and times are to be determined.   
 
Discussion 
Committee members decided to keep the fourth Tuesday of the month 
reoccurring schedule.  The group decided to wait until the October meeting to 
discuss the November and December meeting dates when Ms. Buker is 
present. Ms. Carson announced that former board member Ellen Lasher has 
reapplied to join the board.  Ms. Lasher showed interest in participating in the 
Communications Committee as her schedule permits.  

 
B. Ready to Read 

Ms. Gonzalez distributed a draft of the Ready to Read marketing material.  
This piece will be handled out at the next board meeting when launching the 
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campaign.  This will be the first campaign promoted on the Coalition9s giving 
website www.SupportELCPinellas.net.  
 
Discussion: 
Ms. Carson explained when presenting to businesses or organizations in the 
community the Coalition will share this campaign as a way to build a donor 
base. Ms. Gonzalez discussed how this campaign will incorporate perfectly 
with #GivingTuesday on December 2, 2014.  Board members can promote 
this campaign on that specific one day of giving on social media sites for the 
Coalition. A graphic will be designed and posted online and board members 
can easily share.  
 
Ms. Gonzalez explained the post card will be a two-sided document.  
Committee members shared ideas for enhancing the marketing material 
specifically lay out and giving levels starting at $25.  Mr. Madden suggested 
creating another document targeted to companies with larger donation levels.  
 
The Coalition9s donation Pay Pal account will be set up and ready for the 
launch of the website.  Ms. Carson explained that finance staff is researching 
the security of using a Square reader device in order to receive donations in 
the form of debit or credit card at in person events. Mr. Madden suggested 
reminding Board members to bring cash or checks to the next board meeting 
in order to donate to the campaign. 
 

C. Combined Federal Campaign 
The Coalition has been selected to participate in the Combined Federal 
Campaign (CFC) for fund development for the School Readiness match 
requirement.  Ms. Gonzalez has attended the CFC speakers training and will 
be CFC  Kickoff event on August 28 in Tampa. During the Kickoff event, the 
Coalition will have a table and distribute information to all of the CFC 
coordinators for local federal employees.  After this event, coordinators will 
contact the Coalition to present at staff meeting in order to raise funds 
through federal employee contributions.  
 
Discussion: 
Mr. Madden shared that the Pinellas County Schools has a combined giving 
campaign as well. School employees can make paycheck contributions to 
several organizations such as Pinellas Education Foundation or United Way.  

 
 

III. Public Comment 
IV. Adjournment 

The meeting adjourned at 4:49 p.m. 
 
Next meeting:  October 28, 2014 at 4:00 p.m. until the conclusion of business at 
the Early Learning Coalition, 5735 Rio Vista Drive, Clearwater, FL  33760. 
 
____________________________  _______________ 
Patsy Buker, Committee Chair             Date 

http://www.supportelcpinellas.net/

